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Calendar of Events
Sabbath, May 13  (6 p.m.)
    Soup Supper (Fellowship Hall)

Vacation Bible Camp 2016
 Vacation Bible Camp 
this year will be Monday June 13 
through Friday June 17. Vacation 
Bible School will take place in the 
mornings from 9 to 1 p.m., with daily 
camp field trips in the afternoon 
from 1 to 4 p.m. 
 We need adults to help 
us make this possible! PLEASE 
VOLUNTEER if you are available. 
Volunteers can help with every 
facet of this experience for the kids: 
cooking, chaperoning, leading, you 
name it! If you are willing to help, 
please contact Pastor Jenn ASAP at: 
(682) 229-7737 or   
jenn.ogden@wallawalla.edu
 In addition, we need some 
help gathering materials for craft 
projects. PLEASE DONATE paper 
towel tubes and metal lids from the 
tops of frozen juice cans. Please 
drop off donations to Pastor Jenn’s 
office, and we appreciate the help!

Raise Your Voice
Sing to, for, and about Him
 Do we sing in church on 
Sabbath morning because everyone 
else does or because we want to 
praise the Lord? Do we sing and 
consider the meaning or just sing 
the words without thought? Singing 
may seem mundane, but it is a 
meaningful way of connecting us 
with God.
 The Bible tells us to sing for 
many reasons, and simply being 
in church or blending in with the 
crowd are not part of the list. We 
are told to sing to spread the word 
of His love. Singing can connect us 
with other people, bringing Jesus 
closer to them too. “Give praise to the 
Lord, proclaim his name; make known 
among the nations what he has done. 
Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of 
all his wonderful acts.”~Psalm 105:1-2
 Further, the Bible reminds 
us to sing for joy. Praise is a form 
of appreciation for all the ways 
God has blessed our lives. When 

we listen to the words and actually 
consider how they have affected 
our lives personally, we become 
connected with God through the 
lyrics. “Is anyone happy? Let them sing 
songs of praise.” ~James 5:13
 Yet again, we are told that 
using our voice to uplift the Lord as 
almighty, our Father. We use music 
to proclaim our reliance and faith 
in Him. “Sing the praises of the Lord, 
you His faithful people; praise His holy 
name.” ~Psalm 30:4
 When we are in adverse 
situations or feeling lost, we are told 
to use praise as comfort. We are 
always supported and God loves 
the sound of our voices lifted in 
His name. To sing, is to admit need 
for God’s grace and not be afraid 
of admitting this weakness to the 
world. “About midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns to 
God, adn the other prisoners were 
listening to them.” ~Acts 16:25
 All people young and old 
should rejoice in His name and not 
be afraid to worship and sing of 
great love, great fears, and great 
faith. When we lift our voices in His 
name, God brings us a natural joy as 
we praise Him.

“Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing 

to God with gratitude in your hearts.”
~Colossians 3:16

Happy Mother’s Day!
To the special ladies on 

this Sunday Mother’s 
Day,  we love you! Thank 

you for all you do.



 In this historically researched 
and lovingly crafted story, the girl 
Esther comes to life. With great 
attention to detail, the ancient Persian 
culture Esther dwelt in, worked in, and 
thrived in, to the great benefit of the 
children of Israel, springs off the page. 
With Biblical characters, historical 
characters, and some imagined, 
Morgan-Cole builds a world that helps 
us today understand the difficulties 
Hadassah (Esther) faced in her time 
within a foreign realm and how God 

Esther: A Story of Courage
by Trudy J. Morgan-Cole
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JUST FOR SPROUTS:
Snap a shot of your completed puzzle 

(along with your name) and send it 
to Pastor Jenn. A special prize will be 

yours the following Sabbath. Each 
child can submit just once a month! 

(682) 229-7737, or   
jenn.ogden@wallawalla.edu.  

answered her prayers and saved 
His people once more. The rich 
fabric of an ancient world helps to 
highlight God’s power and the power 
He gives to those who choose to 
follow Him even in hard and unclear 
circumstances. 
While this is a fictionalized account, it 
follows the scriptures. It is an enjoyable 
read and will help your family prepare 
for the Vacation Bible Camp this 
summer as we delve once again into 
the story of Esther.  You can find this 
book online and at our local ABC. (I 
recommend reading this first as it 
contains adult content)  -Pastor Jenn

Freedom to Grow
Support Over Control
 Often times, parents see 
their children’s accomplishments as 
huge steps: smiling, proud, taking 
videos to watch, re-watch and 
share with friends. We love to see 
our children succeed and grow up, 
but as Meredith Resnick explains 
in her article in Psychology Today, 
“Growing Pains: The Parental Kind,” 
watching children grow up on their 
own can sometimes feel like a loss 
of control.

 Some parents react by 
becoming too involved while others 
pull away completely. Resnick 
explains how both extremes are 
forms of control, and that a happy 
medium of support and involvement 
is best for both the parent and child. 
She differentiates between caring 
for and caring about your children. 
Caring for can often lead to doing 
too much and not giving the child 

freedom to grow. Caring about can 
be encouraging and available for 
help but not over-directive. 
 Parenting is always about 
balance. Love can mean both 
standing aside or interfering. 
Watching our children grow often 
means we have to grow as well. 
(Article found at: https://www.psychologytoday.

com/blog/adoption-stories/201605/growing-

pains-the-parental-kind)


